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Abstract

In last ten years (1998-2007), the area planted to coconut in the world (average 12 Mha)
has shown a decreasing trend (average 1%/year). World coconut oil production has
remained at more or less the same level In the last ten years (average 3 MT/year). The
study of the coconut commodity chain in Ghana show that this sector is confronted with
many constraints: the inadequacy price of coconut oil and the competition with other
oleaginous plants; an aging coconut plantation; the impacts of the coconut yellow lethal
disease, an important demand in peeled nuts towards Nigeria market and the weak
dynamism of its institutional organization. Four commodity chains are moving together: the
commodity chains of the processing of traditional and semi-industrial coconut oil produce
little added value. The commodity of fresh nuts produces a higher added value with limited
urban market. Finally, the recent export of peeled nuts commodity chain towards Nigeria
offers a large market and brings an important added value to the smallholders. Despite a
replanting project in hybrid coconuts, the rehabilitation/replanting of coconut plantation
remains one of the challenges to deal with, in order to boost the coconut commodity chain
in Ghana. The observation is that smallholders have not taken up the challenge after the
public interventions have seized, in order to rehabilitate or replant their coconut trees. The
strategy developed does not sufficiently lay on the market signal which today has evolved.
The improved material available and the tested technologies should allow the boosting of
the production sector and the reduction of the vulnerable conditions of household affected
or threaten by the disease. The same way, the divergent strategies of stakeholders of the
coconut commodity chain In Ghana slow down the dynamic of reorientation of this sector
towards the export of peeled nuts. Producers in particular, should take advantage of this
lucrative commodity chain. It is about all the stakeholders having interest in this commodity
chain by preserving the coconut oil sector, which shows an economic, but also
considerable social dimension. The boost of this production passes necessarily through the
support function of the production and through professional organizations of producers.
commodity chain analysis, coconut oil, fresh nuts, professional organization, Ghana,
Nigeria.
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Abstract: In last ten years (1998-2007), the area planted to coconut in the world (average 12 Mha
has shown a decreasing trend (average 1%/year). World coconut oil production has remained at mor
or less the same level in the last ten years (average 3 MT/year). The study of the coconut commodit
chain in Ghana show that this sector is confronted with many constraints: the inadequacy price of coco
nut oil and the competition with other oleaginous plants; an aging coconut plantation; the impacts o
the coconut yellow lethal disease, an important demand in peeled nuts towards Nigeria market and th
weak dynamism of its institutional organization. Four commodity chains are moving together: the com
modity chains of the processing of traditional and semi-industrial coconut oil produce little added value
The commodity of fresh nuts produces a higher added value with limited urban market. Finally, th
recent export of peeled nuts commodity chain towards Nigeria offers a large market and brings a
important added value to the smallholders. Despite a replanting project in hybrid coconuts, the rehab
litation/replanting of coconut plantation remains one of the challenges to deal with, in order to boos
the coconut commodity chain in Ghana. The observation is that smallholders have not taken up th
challenge after the public interventions have seized, in order to rehabilitate or replant their coconu
trees. The strategy developed does not sufficiently lay on the market signal which today has evolved
The improved material available and the tested technologies should allow the boosting of the produc
tion sector and the reduction of the vulnerable conditions of household affected or threaten by th
disease. The same way, the divergent strategies of stakeholders of the coconut commodity chain i
Ghana slow down the dynamic of reorientation of this sector towards the export of peeled nuts. Produ
cers in particular, should take advantage of this lucrative commodity chain. It is about all the stakeho
ders having interest in this commodity chain by preserving the coconut oil sector, which shows an eco
nomic, but also considerable social dimension. The boost of this production passes necessarily throug
the support function of the production and through professional organizations of producers.
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Le cocotier est une culture largement implan-
tée dans les systèmes de production familiaux
de la zone côtière du Ghana et fut longtemps le
moteur du développement économique de
cette région. Cette spéculation a offert, depuis
au moins 80 ans, la possibilité de mettre en
valeur une bande littorale de quelques kilomè-
tres de largeur, ayant une hygrométrie très éle-
vée, des sols sableux, et donc peu propice à
d’autres cultures. La production des cocotiers
revêt pour les ménages d’agriculteurs de cette
frange littorale un intérêt triple : consomma-
tion familiale, trésorerie « sur tronc » (on vend
des noix quand on a besoin d’argent) ou garan-
tie pour les crédits (la production est gagée en
échange d un crédit octroyé pour résoudre des’

besoins ponctuels) et source de revenu moné-
taire [1]. Les cocoteraies font partie intégrante
du patrimoine familial et se transmettent de
génération en génération. Les cocoteraies au
Ghana représentent environ 36 000 ha, dont
12 000 ha dans la principale zone de produc-

tion de Jomoro (Western Region). Bien que le
secteur cocotier mobilise beaucoup de main-
d’œuvre et d’activités induites au niveau local
(collecte, cracking, transport, transformation,
commerce, etc.), sa contribution au PIB s avère’

faible. La filière noix de coco se caractérise éga-
lement par la cohabitation de quatre sous-
filières aujourd’hui en situation de concur-
rence : huile de coco, noix débourrées, coprah
et noix fraîche.
La maladie du jaunissement mortel du cocotier
s’est déclarée au Ghana en 1932, au Cap Saint-
Paul dans la région Volta (est du pays). Cette
maladie s’est progressivement étendue : en
1964 dans la zone du Cape Three Points, puis à
partir de 1986 dans la Central Region et la Wes-
tern Region (ouest du pays). Des milliers d hec-’

tares de cocoteraies ont été décimés, et le capi-
tal des producteurs a été anéanti. Entre 1999 et
2003, un projet financé par l’AFD propose aux
producteurs l’adoption d’un hybride supposé
résistant à la maladie. L’intérêt des producteurs

à replanter a été assez faible, d’une part, parc
que cette activité était à l’époque faiblemen
rémunératrice (comparativement à l’hévéa e
au palmier à huile), d’autre part, en raison de
risques phytosanitaires importants.
Jusqu’à une période récente, le secteur d
cocotier n’était plus reconnu par les autorité
comme un secteur économique importan
comparé aux autres cultures de rente et péren
nes : cacao, palmier à huile, hévéa, agrume
etc. Le soutien du Ministry of Food and Agricu
ture (MOFA) et de son partenaire (Agence fran
çaise de développement) au développemen
du secteur cocotier s’est achevé en 2006, san
nouvelles perspectives. Au final, les différen
acteurs de la filière s’interrogent sur le deven
de leurs activités.
Le facteur prix au producteur est primordi
pour relancer la replantation ou la réhabilita
tion des cocoteraies et l’entretien des planta
tions. Ce paramètre prix a très sensiblemen
évolué au cours de l’année 2006 avec l’arrivéd

o
i:

 1
0

.1
6

8
4

/o
c

l.
2

0
0

9
.0

2
5

1

OCL VOL. 16 N° 2 MARS-AVRIL 2009 8

Article disponible sur le site ou http://www.ocl-journal.org http://dx.doi.org/10.1051/ocl.2009.0251

3/12/25, 7:53 PM (PDF) The coconut industry in Ghana and Nigeria

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/285173900_The_coconut_industry_in_Ghana_and_Nigeria 2/6



3/12/25, 7:53 PM (PDF) The coconut industry in Ghana and Nigeria

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/285173900_The_coconut_industry_in_Ghana_and_Nigeria 3/6



Trading future sustainable livelihoods for present gain: labour dynamics, opportunities, challenges and sustainability
of virgin coconut oil processing businesses in the wake of coconut exports from Southwestern Ghana

Article Full-text available

Aug 2024
Emmanuel Honlah · Alexander Yao Segbefia · David Forkuor · Kabila Abass

Citations (1) References (4)

View Show abstract

3/12/25, 7:53 PM (PDF) The coconut industry in Ghana and Nigeria

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/285173900_The_coconut_industry_in_Ghana_and_Nigeria 4/6

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/383489023_Trading_future_sustainable_livelihoods_for_present_gain_labour_dynamics_opportunities_challenges_and_sustainability_of_virgin_coconut_oil_processing_businesses_in_the_wake_of_coconut_exports_from_Sout
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/383489023_Trading_future_sustainable_livelihoods_for_present_gain_labour_dynamics_opportunities_challenges_and_sustainability_of_virgin_coconut_oil_processing_businesses_in_the_wake_of_coconut_exports_from_Sout
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Emmanuel-Honlah
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Emmanuel-Honlah
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Emmanuel-Honlah
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alexander-Segbefia
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alexander-Segbefia
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alexander-Segbefia
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David-Forkuor
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David-Forkuor
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David-Forkuor
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Kabila-Abass
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Kabila-Abass
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Kabila-Abass
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/383489023_Trading_future_sustainable_livelihoods_for_present_gain_labour_dynamics_opportunities_challenges_and_sustainability_of_virgin_coconut_oil_processing_businesses_in_the_wake_of_coconut_exports_from_Sout


Recommended publications Discover more

Article Full-text available

La filière du cocotier au Ghana et au Nigéria

March 2009 · Oléagineux Corps gras Lipides

Bene Serge · Courbet Philippe · Dziwormu Ambruse · [...] · Mensah-Bonsu Akwassi

In last ten years (1998-2007), the area planted to coconut in the world (average 12 Mha) has shown a decreasing trend (average
1%/year). World coconut oil production has remained at more or less the same level in the last ten years (average 3 MT/year). The
study of the coconut commodity chain in Ghana show that this sector is confronted with many constraints: the inadequacy price of
coconut oil ... [Show full abstract]

View full-text

Article Full-text available

Le Géant Nigérien avide des noix de coco de ses voisins | Giant Nigeria is hungry for its neighbour’...

July 2010

Philippe Courbet · François Olivier Ruf · Ambrose Dziwornu · Jérémy Salinier

English Nigeria is generally seen as a regional giant capable of stimulating the agricultural economies of neighbouring countries. In
any case, regional integration is probably underestimated in statistics because of the informal nature of much of trade, developed and
undertaken by traders and transporters outside the ambit of any public policy. Nigeria discreetly imports coconuts from Ghana and ...
[Show full abstract]

View full-text

Article

The importance of coconut seedling production in guyana: La importancia de la producción de plántula...

December 2021 · South Florida Journal of Development

Jhaman Kundun · Mitchroy Thom · Cyril Roberts

The demand for coconut water and coconut oil is increasing thus there is interest in expanding coconut cultivation. Coconut is primarily
planted on approximately 28,500 acres by more than 1,400 farmers along the Guyana coastline with the Atlantic Ocean and in the
Pomeroon Riverain area. Tall types (e.g. Jamaica Tall) are planted for oil while Dwarf types (e.g. Malaysian Dwarf Green, Suriname ...
[Show full abstract]

Read more

Article

The importance of coconut seedling production in Guyana: La importancia de la producción de plántula...

September 2021 · South Florida Journal of Development

Jhaman Kundun · Mitchroy Thom · Cyril Roberts

The demand for coconut water and coconut oil is increasing thus there is interest in expanding coconut cultivation. Coconut is primarily
planted on approximately 28,500 acres by more than 1,400 farmers along the Guyana coastline with the Atlantic Ocean and in the
Pomeroon Riverain area. Tall types (e.g. Jamaica Tall) are planted for oil while Dwarf types (e.g. Malaysian Dwarf Green, Suriname ...
[Show full abstract]

Read more

3/12/25, 7:53 PM (PDF) The coconut industry in Ghana and Nigeria

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/285173900_The_coconut_industry_in_Ghana_and_Nigeria 5/6

https://www.researchgate.net/search
https://www.researchgate.net/go.GetApp.html?interested=true&originCh=footerLoggedOut
https://www.researchgate.net/go.GetApp.html?interested=true&originCh=footerLoggedOut
https://www.researchgate.net/deref/https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dnet.researchgate.shellapp%26utm_source%3DoriginCH%253Dfooter%26pcampaignid%3DpcampaignidMKT-Other-global-all-co-prtnr-py-PartBadge-Mar2515-1
https://www.researchgate.net/deref/https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dnet.researchgate.shellapp%26utm_source%3DoriginCH%253Dfooter%26pcampaignid%3DpcampaignidMKT-Other-global-all-co-prtnr-py-PartBadge-Mar2515-1
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/307671791_La_filiere_du_cocotier_au_Ghana_et_au_Nigeria
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/Bene-Serge-2114925039
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/Courbet-Philippe-2114996376
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/Dziwormu-Ambruse-2114989587
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/Mensah-Bonsu-Akwassi-2114916776
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/307671791_La_filiere_du_cocotier_au_Ghana_et_au_Nigeria
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/315379041_Le_Geant_Nigerien_avide_des_noix_de_coco_de_ses_voisins_Giant_Nigeria_is_hungry_for_its_neighbour's_coconuts
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/Philippe-Courbet-2006843838
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Francois-Ruf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ambrose-Dziwornu
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jeremy-Salinier-2
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/315379041_Le_Geant_Nigerien_avide_des_noix_de_coco_de_ses_voisins_Giant_Nigeria_is_hungry_for_its_neighbour's_coconuts
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/357053653_The_importance_of_coconut_seedling_production_in_guyana_La_importancia_de_la_produccion_de_plantulas_de_coco_en_guyana
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jhaman-Kundun
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/Mitchroy-Thom-2201932992
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Cyril-Roberts
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/357053653_The_importance_of_coconut_seedling_production_in_guyana_La_importancia_de_la_produccion_de_plantulas_de_coco_en_guyana
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/354897118_The_importance_of_coconut_seedling_production_in_Guyana_La_importancia_de_la_produccion_de_plantulas_de_coco_en_Guyana
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jhaman-Kundun
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/Mitchroy-Thom-2201932992
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Cyril-Roberts
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/354897118_The_importance_of_coconut_seedling_production_in_Guyana_La_importancia_de_la_produccion_de_plantulas_de_coco_en_Guyana


Company

About us
News
Careers

Support

Help Center

Business solutions

Advertising
Recruiting

© 2008-2025 ResearchGate GmbH. All rights reserved. Terms · Privacy · Copyright · Imprint · Consent preferences

3/12/25, 7:53 PM (PDF) The coconut industry in Ghana and Nigeria

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/285173900_The_coconut_industry_in_Ghana_and_Nigeria 6/6

https://www.researchgate.net/about
https://www.researchgate.net/blog
https://www.researchgate.net/careers
https://explore.researchgate.net/?utm_source=researchgate&utm_medium=community-loggedout&utm_campaign=new-footer&utm_content=helpcenter
https://www.researchgate.net/marketing-solutions?utm_source=researchgate&utm_medium=community-loggedout&utm_campaign=new-footer&utm_content=advertising
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-recruitment?utm_source=researchgate&utm_medium=community-loggedout&utm_campaign=new-footer&utm_content=recruiting
https://www.researchgate.net/terms-of-service
https://www.researchgate.net/privacy-policy
https://www.researchgate.net/ip-policy
https://www.researchgate.net/imprint
javascript:Didomi.preferences.show()

